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Minutes of the Meeting held at Luddington Village Hall on 12th September 2017 at 19:30  

 
 

Present:    D Nutt (DN) (Chairman), J Warrender (JW) (Vice-Chairman),  

    T Beeley (TB), A Hegarty (AJH), W Hughes (WH), A Haines (ADH) 

     

In attendance:    R D Armstrong (Clerk), P Barnes (PB) (District Councillor) 

     

 
1. Record of members present 

 

As shown above. 

 

2. To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence 

 

Apologies were received and approved from C Wise. 

 

3. Declaration of interests in any item on the agenda 

 

Councillors were reminded that they are required to disclose an interest in any item on the agenda. 

No interests were expressed 

 

4. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 15th August 2017 

 

The minutes of the meeting were read and approved. 

 

5. To receive any questions or representations from the public 

 

No questions or representations were made by any members of the public. 

 

6. Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting not covered in the agenda 

 

There were no matters arising. 

 

7. County Councillor's Report 

 

MB was unable to attend the meeting and submitted his report in writing, which will be published on the 

Parish Council website. 

 

8. District Councillors Report 

 

PB reported that application 17/00234/FUL in respect of 131 Luddington Road had been appealed and that 

this had been refused by the planning inspector. 

 

Application 17/02119/FUL in respect of 141 Luddington Road will be considered at Planning Committee 

and is likely to be refused. 
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An application for housing in Welford-on Avon had been refused by SDC, but on appeal this was allowed on 

the basis that the SDC Core Strategy guideline of 14600 houses was a guideline. 

 

The letter submitted by LPC in respect of Long Marston will receive a response on 29 September. The draft 

minutes of the Long Marston Steering Group meeting will be circulated by the Clerk. 

 

9. Clerk’s Report 

 

The Clerk reported that £5894.83 was held in the Community account as at 8 September 2017. It was 

explained that the salary payment included an income tax refund which resulted in a higher payment than 

normal. 

 

 

The following accounts were presented for payment : 

 

 

P Rudge Grass cutting 100781 246.25 

Village and Urban Salary 100782 726.11 

P Rudge Grass cutting 100783 386.25 

  

JW proposed that the payments be approved and this was seconded by AJH and passed unanimously. 

 

The Parish Online mapping service has been tested by members since the last meeting and found to be a 

useful tool with several benefits to the Council. JW proposed that a subscription to the service be purchased 

at an initial cost of £48.00 and an annual fee of £28.00 in subsequent years. This was seconded by ADH and 

passed unanimously. 

 

The Clerk pointed out that P Rudge had already been paid £1998.75 in the current financial year which 

exceeds the £1800 which had been agreed for the year. The Clerk will write to Mr Rudge to point this out. 

 

The Clerk reported that Aon UK were withdrawing from the parish council insurance market and that their 

business would be transferred to BHIB Insurance Brokers who would be providing quotations to councils 

when renewals were due. We will be seeking competitive quotations for comparison in March 2018, shortly 

before our renewal date. 

 

The Clerk reported that all correspondence received by the Council had been forwarded to members by 

email. 

 

10. Planning 

 

Long Marston 

 

JW reported that the Long Marston development satisfies the five year land supply specified in the Core 

Strategy. If this does not go ahead, there are likely to be other planning applications submitted within the 

Parish. 

 

No response has been received to the letter providing feedback on the Long Marston Stakeholder event. 

 

JW has circulated a report entitled Marston Meads Garden Village Draft Framework Masterplan, a 

supplementary planning document for Long Marston Airfield. 
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SWRR 

 

Following the Steering Group meeting on 1st September, Mike Emmet (Cala) has commented: “Our 

preliminary ground investigations have confirmed that the route is underlain by clay. While this will 

influence the technical solution to construction it is not anticipated to affect the design as such. As 

anticipated, we are looking at an elevated structure and not an embankment. Similarly, proposals for Camden 

Road have yet to be developed. Several junction improvements are planned in association with the outline 

planning permission for phase 1 but we are aware of additional issues and concerns which will be addressed 

through a comprehensive transport assessment to be undertaken during the autumn. The tubes across the road 

to which you refer are measuring vehicle speeds which will input into the design process of, in particular, the 

SWRR/Luddington Road junction. They are not being used for traffic survey purposes (which I understand 

has already been carried out by WCC) which, as you infer, need to be carried out during 'normal' traffic 

conditions. We will, however, be undertaking a validating exercise in October to ensure traffic speeds are 

accurately recorded and incorporated into our proposals. I hope this addresses your concerns. Inevitably, with 

limited information currently available, this can only be an interim update but I will brief Councillor Giles 

further later today and repeat my offer to meet again with you and your neighbours in order to keep you as 

fully informed as I can. Please do let me know when would suit.” (Full document from this SDC meeting 

attached/ fix a date for autumn meeting with CALA? M.Emett has further said that Mid November would be 

the time that most details have to be in place, so it would be sensible to work with that timeframe). 

 

There are rumours suggesting that driverless trains may run on the Stratford to Honeybourne line, but this is 

without confirmation. 

 

SRAG 

 

JW reported that SRAG are short of funds. A discussion about the possible contribution to SRAG by the 

Parish Council ensued and the Clerk advised against this course of action on the basis of legal advice and 

other comments received from WALC. 

 

DEFRA Veterinary Investigation Site  

 

A preliminary meeting to exchange information was held in the Village Hall on 30th August with the Parish 

Council, Cushman and Wakefield, Homes & Communities Agency and Zebra Architects. There are no details 

concerning the number of dwellings, designs or developers as yet. LPC advised on the constraints for this 

site, the results of previous public consultations and relevant sections of the VDS. Minutes of this meeting 

are published on LPC Website. LPC are committed to holding public consultation as soon as adequate 

information on proposals comes forward for this government owned brownfield site. 

 

Cushman and Wakefield have confirmed that they are able to join LPC for a public consultation event at the 

Village Hall on 10 October. The Clerk will confirm this booking with the Village Hall bookings co-ordinator. 

 

 

Updated Applications 

 

17/00234/FUL  131 Luddington Road 

Planning Inspector rejected the appeal on grounds of loss of neighbours’ residential 

amenity and character, also size, light and space 
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17/00561/FUL  Borden Hill Farm 

   Target date for determination is 30/09/17 

 

17/01736/FUL  143 Luddington Road; Major modernisation and second floor.  

 

Was due to go to committee, but now delayed due to a bat survey requirement. The 

application is on the agenda for the Planning Committee meeting on 27 September. 

WH advised that SDC Planning Officers had made valid points regarding the urban 

effect of the second storey element in an urban environment and, on balance, it had 

been appropriate to support the applicant to the wider forum of the Planning 

Committee, as a homogenous and stylish proposal, but it was really up to him to 

press his case from here considering the PC could not totally argue against the 

planners’ points.  

 

17/01987/LDP  Notice Board, Stannells Close; Lawful Development Permission 

Decision date put back to 29th September. Recent emails and questions have been 

answered relating to maintenance and grass cutting of this area. Stannells residents 

do this at present. Noticeboard is at JW property for safekeeping. 

 

17/02119/FUL  141 Luddington Road; Games room/garage extension; 

Determination date 12th September; 2 Neighbour comments, 1 in support, 1 with an 

access query. Appears to be a new in-fill dwelling, unlikely to be approved by SDC, 

also contravenes VDS. 

 

JW proposed that the application be referred to SDC for determination using 

delegated powers and this was seconded by DN and passed unanimously. 

 

New Applications 

 

17/02330/FUL  1 Dodwell Farm Cottage; Vehicular access application 

There are concerns about the access to the site which have been expressed by local 

residents. One resident WH reported that no access to the site had been made since 

1985. JW felt that this may be a speculatory application and that an application for 

housing may be submitted at a later date. 

 

DN proposed that no representation be made in respect of this application and this 

was seconded by JW. The motion resulted in equality of votes and DN exercised his 

casting vote in favour of the motion. 

 

17/02523/FUL  196 Luddington Road; Single storey rear extension, garden wall and gates. 

   WH expressed hope that an amicable party wall agreement would be effected,  

   following basic NPPF and LPC planning guidelines that parishioners making a  

   planning application that affects their neighbours should do their best to work  

   constructively with each other towards a mutually satisfactory solution. 

 

TB proposed that no representation be made on the application and this was 

seconded by JW and passed unanimously. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Initials:  ________________________ D Nutt (Chairman) Date: ___________ 



263 

 

11. Environment, Health & Safety 

 

Environment 

 

ENV06  Restore BT telephone box in the Village 

 
R Evans has advised that the ongoing cost of retaining the maintenance contract in place past 

year 4 of the defibrillator installation would be £126 per year. 

 

TB recommended that LPC allocate £150 towards improvement of the phone box on the 

basis that this is roughly what it will cost to purchase paint and equipment for refurbishment. 

 

TB was asked to obtain a fully costed proposal for all elements of the project, including 

initial and ongoing annual costs. 

 

JW agreed to begin the application process for Lawful Development Permission in respect 

of the change of use of the telephone box as a community space. The fee for the application 

is £48.75. 

 

DN proposed that the application be raised and this was seconded by AJH and passed 

unanimously. 

   

  Action recommended: Review at next meeting. 

 

ENV07  Purchase of the Village Green 

 

  WH reported that she had written to the estates manager at Ragley Hall, pointing out that a 

  new lease would require proof of ownership of the Village Green by Ragley Estates. in  

  which case legal costs should be divided in setting up a new lease as both parties had  

  interests in this being achieved. 

 

  Lord Hertford was registered as the owner of the Village Green in 1969 and this is shown in 

  the Register of Town and Village Greens at WCC. 

 

  Action recommended: Review at next meeting. 

 

Health & Safety 
 

SAF01  Swing on the Village Green 
 

ADH undertook to repair the swing. A safety inspection will be scheduled when the work is 

complete. 

 
Fitness & Wellbeing 

 
No activity 
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12. Traffic Management & Community SpeedWatch 

 

SW02  Number and location of police owned LIDAR guns 
   

  The Clerk reported a conversation which he had held with Adnam Ali concerning 

  missing speed guns. The difference in cost between refurbished laser guns and radar 

  guns is not as great as was initially thought. The Clerk asked Mr Ali to consider the 

  possibility of calibrating the guns every two years which would reduce the annual 

  running costs considerably. 
 

13. Crime Prevention & Fire Safety 

 
No activity 

 

14. Communication & Engagement 
 
No activity 

 

15. Planning Application Policy 
 
The Clerk presented a draft Planning Application Policy document for consideration by members. WH 

offered several changes to the of the policy. DN will meet with WH and JW to draft a policy which 

incorporates best practice across parish councils and guidelines provided by SDC and WALC. 

 

16. Parish Council Website 

 

This item will be carried forward to the next meeting. 

 

17. Business for future consideration 

 

No items were proposed to be added to the next agenda. 

 

18. Training Events 

 

DN asked all members to consider the WALC training events which they would be interested in attending. 

New councillors were recommended to attend the appropriate induction course. Full details of the available 

courses are available on the WALC website. Members should inform the Clerk of any courses which they 

would like to attend. 

 

19. Any Other Business 

 

There was no other business. 

 

20. Date of Next Meeting 

 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Tuesday 17th October 2017 at 19:30 at  

Luddington Village Hall. 

 

The meeting closed at 21:55. 
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Notes 

 

Indices to the open and closed issues referred to in items 11-14 can be found on the Parish Council website. 

 

Abbreviations used : DN - D Nutt    Parish Council Chairman 

   JW - J Warrender   Parish Council Vice-Chairman 

   TB - T Beeley   Parish Councillor 

   AJH - A Hegarty   Parish Councillor 

   ADH - A Haines   Parish Councillor 

CW - C Wise    Parish Councillor  

WH - Wendy Hughes   Parish Councillor 

   MB - Mike Brain   County Councillor 

   PB - P Barnes   District Councillor 

   MG - M Giles   District Councillor  

   ME - M Emmet   Cala Homes 

   SDC - Stratford District Council 

   LPC - Luddington Parish Council 

 

 

 

 

Signed:  ________________________ D Nutt (Chairman) Date: ___________ 



County Councillor’s Report for the meeting of 12 September 2017 
 

10th Anniversary of severe flooding 

 

We recently marked the tenth anniversary of the floods in Warwickshire when so many areas in the County 

were devastated by the adverse weather, especially in my division at Welford . How could we forget! 

A great deal has happened in the interim to safeguard Warwickshire against a repeat of what happened in July 

2007 but, with the best planning and safeguarding measures, we can never say for certain that Warwickshire will 

not suffer from flooding again. If people are displaced from their homes, and flooding might be only one such 

reason, the County Council has a responsibility to provide rest centres. The scrutiny which local authorities have 

faced in recent months in reacting to emergencies means that there is no margin for error. We have to be 

prepared and we have to get it right. 

 

In order to increase our resilience there has been a call for council staff to join a roster of volunteers who would 

man the rest centres More work has to be done but David Carter WCC Joint Managing Director has stated: -  

 

We are very pleased to be able to say that the response from staff has been very encouraging. It reflects well on 

their values that so many should be willing to give up their own time to help others in their time of need. 

 

NHS survey: Local views needed for local pharmacies 

 

Warwickshire County Council and Coventry City Council are conducting a Pharmacy Needs Assessment (PNA) 

to evaluate community pharmacy services against local health needs across Coventry and Warwickshire. We 

want to hear the public’s views and experiences of using local pharmacy services. This will help to guide 

decisions on how services can be improved. This review takes place every 3 years. 

 

You can help us by: 

 

1. Completing the survey using this link http://tinyurl.com/CovWarPNA-Public-Survey 

2. Promoting the survey by sharing the link to the survey with your family and friends, on your social media 

sites, in your newsletters and on your website. 

For further details please email: mlcsu.pna@nhs.nett 

 

Coventry - Solihull - Warwickshire Broadband Update - September 2017 

 

Things are progressing well with the CSW Broadband rollout, and many more communities now have access to 

the superfast fibre network. Over the next few weeks we expect to be in a position to announce the outcome of 

the procurement for Contract 3, which is looking extremely positive. 

 

The CSW Broadband team are recognised as national exemplars for the level of information that is currently 

given, although we do appreciate that it can be sometimes be confusing for people trying to find out what is 

happening in their area. At the beginning of October Wave 8 of Contract 2 will be announced, and we have been 

working on some exciting new mapping which will give even more information. It will still be in the 

development stage when issued, so we will welcome feedback to help us to improve things still further. 

 

On 3rd September there was an announcement about Local Full Fibre Networks and the Coventry and 

Warwickshire are to be one of 5 national pilots. At the time of writing we have no further information on this, 

and will include any updates in future newsletters. To register for the project newsletters, and to be advised 

directly on progress in your area, please visit www.cswbroadband.org.uk/register 

  

SWRR 

 

Although we've seen 3 illustrations of the proposed bridge recently as part of the SWRR proposal. We still await 

a formal planning application, but don't be under any illusion, this proposal is a real engineering challenge with 

what I consider to be a price tag to match, which may we'll be too expensive to deliver unless it can attract more 

than the developers contribution from the government or other sources. We shall have to wait a bit longer before 

we have more information, which is frustrating. In the meantime I am seeking meetings to discuss the safety of 

the B4632 which has seen far to many Road Traffic Accidents between then Waitrose Island and County 

Boundary at Lower Clopton Nr Mickleton. See Stats later in this report. 

Happy to meet and talk with Councillor's or SRAG. 

http://tinyurl.com/CovWarPNA-Public-Survey
mailto:mlcsu.pna@nhs.nett
http://www.cswbroadband.org.uk/register


 

Road Traffic Collisions (RTC's) - A4632 

 

Road Traffic Collisions are on the increase especially at Clifford Mill, where approximately 15 injury RTC's 

have occurred over the previous 3 years. From Waitrose Traffic Island to the County Boundary over the same 

period 27 RTC's with 36 casualties (8 serious; 26 slight).  “Damage Only” RTCs are not recorded. These figures 

are unacceptable and therefore I am campaigning to have the whole of the B4632 surveyed to see how we can 

reduce RTC's and improve road safety. Parish Councils and other councillors are supporting the campaign. 

Meetings with Cala Homes and WCC are scheduled. Obviously, Clifford Chambers is the main priority to find 

solutions at The Mill & Freshfields Children's Nursery. Also, a traffic island at the crossroads, but a wider focus 

will be on the entire length of the B4632 to the County boundary. 

 

New Bus Stop 

 

Following a request for a bus shelter at the junction of the Welford turn and B439, which had my support, I am 

now please to report that it has now been installed at my request. 

 

New Speed Limits at Welford  

 

All new speed limits have now been installed again with my support i.e. : Extended 30mph limits at Long 

Marston Road & Milcote Road. 50mph from Welford-on-Avon to Long Marston and 50mph from Binton 

Bridges to the B439. Sadly, we were unable to implement a reduced speed limit below 50mph from Welford’s 

southern boundary to the Golf Club as it didn't meet the necessary criteria, but I will keep it on my aqgenda 

together with any other mitigation measures available re speeding in other villages.  

 

Warwickshire County Council Councillors’ Grant Fund 2017/18 

 

Warwickshire County Council Councillor’s Grant Fund for 2017/18 has now been launched. The Fund is aimed 

at community and voluntary organisations Each of the County’s 57 Councillors is provided with a pot of £5,000 

to support small scale projects within their Division with the following objectives helping to ensure that: - 

 

• Warwickshire’s communities and individuals are safe, healthy and independent, 

• Warwickshire’s economy is vibrant and supported by the right jobs, training, skills and infrastructure 

 

Applications for grants are now invited from organisations and individuals by completing the application form 

using the link below. Before completion you may like to see wish to read the list of questions on the application 

form. Go to : 

 http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/cllrgrants.  Closing Date 9th October 2017.  

 

Many of my villages have benefited previously with my decision to fund various schemes including Scouts, 

Millennium Trust, Defibrillators, Speed Camera Contribution, “Welford Matters” , Community Shop, Historical 

Records, Play Equipment etc. Don't miss out.   

 

 

HGV Routing 

 

We have carried out a great amount of work to try and route HGV's away from our villages by liaising with 

adjoining authorities and erected new signage to this end. 

 We need to keep HGV's on A' & B' class roads and away from the “C” roads that run through our villages. We 

will keep fighting this problem, but with foreign vehicles and Satnav it's not always easy. 

 

Hedge Trimming 

 

I was pleased to see after 31st August (end of bird nesting season) that residents are once again acting 

responsibly and are trimming back trees and hedgerows that may cause a risk to pedestrians and road users. 

Thank You. 

  

http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/cllrgrants


 

World Suicide Prevention Day 2017 

 

Take a minute today and do something that could change a life 

  

Warwickshire County Council is assuring residents that ‘it’s okay to talk’ about suicide, and suicidal thoughts as 

part of World Suicide Prevention Day 2017, which takes place on Sunday 10 September. 

 

Every 90 minutes in the UK, someone takes their own life. In 2013 and 2014, Warwickshire Coroners recorded 

105 deaths by suicide. This figure compares to 51 people who were killed in road accidents in Warwickshire 

during the same time period, reflecting the fact that deaths from suicide nationally are the leading cause of death 

for males in three age groups (5-19, 20-34 and 35-49 years), and the leading cause of death for females in two 

age groups (5-19 and 20-34). 

 

In order to respond to the issues of suicide and part of the Council’s commitment to keeping residents as healthy 

as possible, the Suicide Prevention Strategy for Warwickshire was launched on Wednesday 30 November 2016 

at Leamington Spa Town Hall. 

 

Warwickshire’s strategy regards every death by suicide as potentially preventable, and outlines plans and 

priorities required to reduce the number of deaths by suicide across the county. Find out more: 

apps.warwickshire.gov.uk/api/documents/WCCC-630-979 

 

The Warwickshire Strategy outlines a broad ambition to reduce suicides to zero as part of the County Council’s 

commitment to keeping its residents healthy – this will be achieved through a range of actions, including: 

 

Providing specialist suicide prevention training for GPs 

Targeted suicide prevention campaigns in the community 

Partnership working with our Specialist Mental Health services provided by Coventry and Warwickshire 

Partnership Trust 

Working with our local media to deliver sensitive reporting on suicides and suicidal behaviour 

Reducing the impact of suicide on survivors, families and the bereaved 

The theme of this year’s world suicide prevention is ‘it’s okay to talk’ and encourages everyone to reach out to 

someone in crisis as this can make a huge difference to them. A spokesperson for charity The Samaritans 

explains: “When a person reaches a point where they are focused on taking their life, they’ve often lost sight of 

trying to find a way through their problems. This period usually only lasts a short while and often it doesn’t take 

a huge amount to bring someone back from that decision – something as simple as saying, ‘it’s ok to talk’ can 

be enough to move someone out of suicidal crisis. 

 

For information about a range of mental health and wellbeing services, including face to face, telephone, online 

and self-help resources available in Warwickshire, please visit: warwickshire.gov.uk/mentalhealth 

 

You may also find it helpful to view the Suicide Prevention campaign for Coventry and Warwickshire, targeted 

at men: ittakesballstotalk.com 

 

If you are struggling to cope, please call Samaritans for free at any time, from any phone on 116 123 (UK and 

ROI) or visit the Samaritans website to find details of the nearest branch. Samaritans is available round the 

clock, every single day of the year, providing a safe place for anyone struggling to cope, whoever they are, 

however they feel, whatever life has done to them. 

 

My contact details are: Tel: 07980 308568 (m);  01789 720728 (h); Please contact me with your thoughts or 

concerns by :- 

 

Email: mikebrain@warwickshire.gov.uk.  

 

http://apps.warwickshire.gov.uk/api/documents/WCCC-630-979
http://warwickshire.gov.uk/mentalhealth
http://ittakesballstotalk.com/
tel:07980%20308568
tel:01789%20720728
mailto:mikebrain@warwickshire.gov.uk

